Animal Justice ... Political Reality: The 1988 HSUS Annual Conference by unknown
THE EYES OF 
HSUS ARE 
ON TEXAS 
The HSUS will hold its 1989 annual 
conf~rence in Houston, 
Texas, October 26-28. 
More details will ap-
pear in the Spring 
issue of the News. 
tics, and politics were very much on the 
minds of those who gathered for the HSUS 
annual conference, held in the nation's capi-
tal in October. Not only was the presidential 
election just a few weeks away, but the political realities of animal 
protection were also the theme of a number of speakers on the 
conference program. 
The majority of those who addressed the pre-conference sym-
posium on trade in exotic wildlife grappled with federal and local 
problems of regulatory enforcement and protective legislation. 
Then, on October 13, former senator Paul Tsongas gave the more 
than four hundred registrants an eye-opening view of the legis-
lative process at the congressional level. The next day, in a for-
um on the nation's foremost animal-protection law, Dr. Dale F. 
Schwindaman of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's APHIS 
division and Martin Stephens, HSUS Director of Laboratory 
Animals, presented contrasting assessments of APHIS's perfor-
mance in enforcing the Animal Welfare Act. HSUS Investigator 
Robert Baker then delivered a withering indictment of APHIS's 
role in policing puppy mills that brought the sympathetic au-
dience to its feet. 
The political theme was carried into the workshops, as well, 
where four sessions concentrated on strategies for change in the 
legislative arena. 
All was not politics and strategy, however. Conference high-
lights included the keynote address of Dr. Michael Fox, who 
made an eloquent plea for animal rights and environmental per-
spectives. Dr. Jane Goodall paid moving tribute to captive chim-
panzees in an address, "Prisoners of Science," that will linger 
in the memories of all who heard her. 
President John Hoyt, in his report to the HSUS membership, 
enumerated the many challenges of the past year and focused 
on several major accomplishments (see the article on page 12). 
He reaffirmed, as well, the role The HSUS plays, nationally and 
internationally, in protecting animals from abuse and suffering. 
At Saturday's banquet finale, Dr. Goodall received The 
HSUS's 1988 Joseph Wood Krutch Medal for her landmark 
studies of wild chimpanzee behavior. Actress Betty White Lud-
den proved a most popular recipient of the James Herriot Award 
for promoting and inspiring public concern for animals; and 
student Jenifer Graham was honored in recognition of her op-
position to classroom dissection. 
With this accomplished trio as their inspiration, someone 
observed, conference participants could look forward with re-
newed vigor to their challenges for 1989. Few who were pres-
ent could disagree. • 



